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[ 00:00:11 - 00:07:54 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Zachary Schrag is interviewing Mr. Elig Krogh. It is February 8th 
2001. We're doing this by telephone. It's 4:00 Eastern time. I'm in 
Washington and Mr. Krogh is in Seattle. And I should say, first of all, 
you do give your consent for my recording this interview. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
| give my consent to your recording of this interview. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Terrific. So my basic question, as we've discussed, is that I'm not 
entirely sure why the Nixon White House was so supportive of 
Metro, it's clear that there were two major interventions, one in 
August of 1969, when President Nixon wrote to Natcher, first to 
convinced him to release the funds, and then again in November of 
1971, when Nixon gave a public statement, urging Congress to 
overrule Natcher and release the Metro funds again, which 
Congress of course did in December of 1971. So, um, if we could 
talk, uh, first of all about your own position in the White House. 


You had grown up in Chicago and spent time, the Navy in Seattle. 
Had you spent much time in Washington prior to your 
appointment? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
No time at all, except as a visitor during high school years. That's 
the only time that I've visited prior to going back there in, in January 
of 1969. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
So how did you end up as White House National Capital Affairs 
Advisor 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 


During the first year on the White House staff | was staff assistant to 
John Ehrlichman, who had a fairly narrow portfolio dealing mostly 
with legal issues, and Dr. Pat Moynihan was the principal Urban 
Affairs advisor to the President. 


In fact, | think he was a Special Assistant to the President for Urban 
Affairs, and as part of Pat's responsibilities he had the District of 
Columbia Liaison role, and that was for the first five or six months. 
In my role as a staff assistant to the Council, | had responsibility for 
the White Houses response to demonstrations that were going on in 
the District of Columbia, and because they were a very frequent 
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occurrence, | worked closely with Pat Moynihan's staff, in particular 
Richard Blumenthal, who is currently the Attorney General of 
Connecticut on a number of District of Columbia issues related to 
demonstrations, anti-war demonstrations, and as part of that work 
came to understand really that the transportation issues were 
extremely volatile In the District of Columbia. 


There was, there was some movement by some parties in the 
District to push forward on construction of a Three Sisters Bridge 
across the Potomac River that would have linked up the George 
Washington Parkway with the city right at Georgetown. And that 
was a matter that created quite a few protests and demonstrations. 
So | came into it, | think, through the Council's narrower 
responsibilities first. Then after Dr. Moynihan left, the White House 
staff, and | believe it was towards the end of 1969 or 1970. 


| became, well | was appointed to be the-there was not an official 
title, but | was simply the White House liaison with the District of 
Columbia Government from that point on and | shared it with Dick 
Nathan or actually we took it at different times. | had it in, | believe 
late 1969, 1970. He took it in 1971 and then | took it back again in 
1972. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
So a couple questions there. First of all, you sent me an article 
earlier from the mid-1970s that | don't have the full citation for. | 
should ask you for that. The Agony of Elig Krogh, What magazine 
was that? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh Speaker Elig Krogh] 
It was in Washingtonian magazine, 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
Washingtonian, you'd have the data or | can look that up. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, | can ask Heidi here to get the data to Washingtonian 
magazine. | believe it's 1974. | think it would, came out | think in 
the spring of 1974. But we'll get you the date, 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Because in that you mentioned that, uh, really this job was only 
about one day a week, uh, for you. And it sounds like you didn't 
even have an Official title the way that, um, Charles Horsky had in 
the Johnson administration. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
That's Correct. 
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[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
So if this job was sort of a lower priority, was that because there 
was now a City Council that was, is-how should | phrase this? What 
was the division of responsibilities between the White House staff 
working on District affairs and the DC City Council, which of course 
was also essentially a group of White House appointed people? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well | think the President's view, as I, as | understood it from John 
Ehrlichman and | met with the President frequently on law 
enforcement issues in the District of Columbia, with Jerry Wilson 
and with Mayor Walter Washington, and the President's view is that 
the White House staff was there to support and assist the city 
Government officials in doing their jobs, and we appointed the 
Mayor and | believe the Deputy Mayor. 


I'm not sure that we did or the Mayor appointed the Deputy Mayor, 
but we appointed the Mayor and the City Council, and Gil Hahn was, 
| think, selected in 1969, to be Chairman of the City Council. We 
continued Walter Washington as Mayor. I'm not sure when his 
reappointment occurred. You'd have to check that out. But the 
basic view was that the White House staff was there to be 
supportive to give assistance when we could, to back up budget 
requests where we could and to focus on those issues in the District 
that the President felt were significant. 


Now regarding transportation, he had been taken on a helicopter 
ride, and not precisely sure of the date, but with Secretary John 
Volpe of the Department of Transportation to see the gridlock in the 
District of Columbia, which | think had quite a bit to do with his 
concluding that we needed to support the Metro, that it was the 
right thing to do. And | believe that took place before his first letter 
went to Natcher in August of 1969. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Who arranged that helicopter ride cause this is something that does 
get mentioned from quite a bit. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
| believe it was arranged probably by John Volpe requested it and 
then that would've come to John Ehrlichman with support from Pat 
Moynihan and then they would have organized it through the, 
through the Air Force to arrange for his, his Air Force, whatever it is, 
whatever that helicopter is designated to take that ride. But that, it 
would've come from the secretary to the White House staff and 
presumably it would've been John Ehrlichman and Pat Moynihan 
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who would've supported that? And the President that was willing to 
go. 


The President was engaged in District affairs to the extent that the 
transportation was a big issue, education was a big issue, and law 
enforcement principally setting up some new drug control 
programs, which we did in 1970. That was a major issue as well. 
And | can give you now the precise data of that Washingtonian 
article. It's May of 1974 and the article appears on page, but it's 
page 60. 


[ 00:07:55 - 00:08:49 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, that's probably when we sent you 60 to 67. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Now, Volpe -l'm not sure | understand his role, because of course 
he's a defendant in the lawsuit or multiple lawsuits, | guess, over 
the Three Sisters Bridge and talking to some of the plaintiffs on that 
he did not seem very engaged or sympathetic to District concerns 
and so in some ways the administration seems-how shall | say, a 
two faced. 


On the one hand, Nixon himself does not seem to go along with the 
blackmail of the District, but Volpe seems to be one of the 
participants in the strong arming and the linkage of Metro with the 
Three Sisters Bridge. 


[ 00:08:49 - 00:09:46 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
That's entirely possible because the Department of Transportation 
had a multiple, numerous responsibilities. | mean road building 
through the Federal Highway Administration as well as supporting 
mass transit programs through the Urban Mass Transit 
Administration. 


So it's entirely possible, | don't know this for a fact, that he was 
working at cross purposes with a White House, but it's not unusual 
for the White House staff to take positions often that are contrary to 
where Cabinet secretaries come out because of their 
constituencies, but the President's interested in this, and | think it 
was principally Pat Moynihan who is really the driver of the 
President's focus on the District in that first year, and you probably 
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have read about the Pennsylvania Development Corporation or 
Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation, that basically 
revitalize that Federal Triangle area. That was also a Pat Moynihan 
initiative. 


[ 00:09:46 - 00:09:51 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Have you talked to him? 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
| have not, but-yeah that he's retired. 


[ 00:09:52 - 00:10:01 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
| figured | would wait until he was out of the Senate and try to 
contact him, 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Because he's a major player in setting the foundation for a lot of 
things that | just picked up on afterwards. 


[ 00:10:01 - 00:10:18 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Ok. That's very helpful because he would be a linkage between the 
Kennedy, Kennedy is a very important player in this story in 
Lafayette Square and Pennsylvania Avenue and getting Metro's 
architectural standards to where it were. So Moynihan, with the Ad 
Hoc Committee on Federal Space, was a certainly player in that. 
Yeah, okay. 


[ 00:10:18 - 00:10:36 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:]\ 
He's a key guy and he could have overrid-you know, he was 
counselor to the President, | think after he was Special Assistant for 
Urban Affairs, and | don't have my exact dates, you'll have to check 
that out, but you will find that he is a wealth of information and he 
is a [unintelligible word] | saw in a couple years ago, so he can help 
you with that stuff. 


[ 00:10:36 - 00:11:02 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
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Okay, That's a good linkage. Now, the other thing, you mentioned 
that you got involved through the demonstrations. Um, | know that 
there were a lot of, uh, protests, uh, particularly those sponsored by 
the Emergency Committee on the Transportation Crisis, uh, and 
they were getting arrested throwing chairs at times. It sounds like | 
should actually give them some credit for gaining your attention. 


[ 00:11:02 - 00:12:05 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Yeah, | was out there. | went out with Blumenthal. | went out to one 
of the demonstrations right by the Three Sisters Bridge so | could 
get a feel for what the sentiment was in the City and how strong it 
was against doing that, because | think that was a, you know, one 
the most beautiful reaches of the river. | mean, anybody who can 
stand right there in the waterfront by Georgetown and look 
upstream at the three sisters, you know, the three rocks there that 
are the three sisters. And just realize that a bridge would have 
totally destroyed that as a beautiful, natural amenity that | think 
graced that North [unintelligible word] Western section of the 
District. 


But the demonstrations themselves were very intense and as were 
most of them actually during that time period in the first year. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
So this would have been in '69. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
| believe so, yeah, and the reason I'd say that is, 'cause | think 
Blumenthal and | went out there and | don't think he was there later 
in '71, but | think he was there in '69. And you could confirm that 
with him too. And you should talk with him as well. He'll have a lot 
of recollections of this stuff. 


[ 00:12:06 - 00:12:43 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Okay, that's very helpful,’ cause I, there are multiple tracks that 
happened with the Three Sisters Bridge, and they're sort of the 
white lawyers versus Black demonstrators, and it's interesting to 
see that inside, outside track really work. And then of course DC 
Council becomes active itself. Now particularly do you know 
anything about the appointment of Sterling Tucker or Jerry Moore? 
Because they become their important players in Metro's history and 
it's astonishing, in a way, given their fairly radical beliefs that they 
were-that they got their jobs appointed rather than elected. 
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[ 00:12:43 - 00:12:44 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, we appointed them. 


[ 00:12:47 - 00:13:03 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
This is a different side of Nixon than the one that most people think 
of being willing to appoint people, essentially a colonial regime, and 
yet Nixon continues what Johnson had started in really appointing 
people who are fairly representative of the community. 


[ 00:13:04 - 00:17:46 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well we felt that was critical to have people in those positions that 
could really represent a pretty broad cross-section You realize-l 
mean, those of us that came to the White House had no real 
background or experience in District affairs, and to assume that we 
would have knowledge that would be important for them to follow 
or without us relying upon them as a silly. | mean it's just-I was-l 
relied on Walter Washington and Charlie Duncan and Sterling 
Tucker and Gil Hahn and Jerry Wilson. 


| mean these were the people and then Graham, just trying to get 
the right name here, 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Graham Watt? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Graham Watt, yeah, but it was before that. I'm trying to think of 
Tom. Oh, the Deputy Mayor. Before Graham Watt came, 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Fletcher 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Tom Fletcher. Right. 


| mean, these were the guys that | just looked to to give us 
guidance as that what we could intelligently support, and we were 
very fortunate on the White House staff to have both Ted Lutz and 
Mary Graham working as budget examiners for the District of 
Columbia in OMB because they were intimately familiar with, with 
District affairs, [Commer Copy?] was another individual as a Budget 
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Director for the District Office, for the, for the District of Columbia. 
He was the head of the budget. 


So we worked with all those people, but | relied on them to give me 
good ideas as to what we could support, rather than saying, you 
know, we'd come up with these ideas, we'd like you to implement 
them. Now, one of them we really wanted them to implement were 
law enforcement measures that would be able to reduce crime in 
the District. And that's a whole other subject in what you're working 
on. But we did pay a lot of attention to that and set up under Robert 
Dupont the narcotics treatment programs there in the District, 
which led to a substantial reduction in the FBI index crimes that 
were related to heroin addiction and on transportation after the 
President had taken his helicopter ride. 


| mean, the policy was clear, was to proceed with all support that 
we could for Metro. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Now, did the President ever talk to you about his own sort of 
personal feelings about the city? He had obviously lived here as a 
Congressman and Vice President. Did he ever suggest that-I don't 
know, tell you? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, yes, the President felt that over time increasing levels of, of 
self-government were going to be important because | proposed to 
him supporting the non-voting delegate piece of legislation. He did 
support it. It was passed and | believe Walter Fauntroy was the 
Reverend Fauntroy. 


Walter Fauntroy was the first non-voting delegate from the District 
of Columbia. Ancher Nelsen had a Commission on District Affairs. 
Ancher Nelsen was a Republican from Minnesota, and he urged the 
President to support that Commission, and the President, | think, 
felt, at least in talking with him, that these were the kind of 
initiatives where the government or the government of the District 
of Columbia could take increasing responsibility for its own 
activities and its own destiny was something that he wanted to do 
to be part of. 


So that led to Sallyanne Payton, who was part of my staff as she 
joined it, | believe in 19, I'm a little hazy, 1970 or 71. A brilliant 
Black lawyer from, | think, California and Stanford. She became part 
of the Ancher Commission. She actually sat on the Commission and 
helped to refine and develop its report. | don't know if you've seen 
that, but that's worth getting a copy of, to see where Nixon's 
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theories and ideas were being reflected in those studies and the 
eventual Commission report. 


So those were two initiatives that were very important for us, but | 
think I've summarized the major elements of what he was 
concerned about, law enforcement, narcotics, transportation than 
these other two things. And working through the city government 
officials, you know, Mr. Nixon is not really viewed accurately by 
most historians because they view him as a very conservative hard 
line, maybe just a law and order person, but when you look at his 
environmental programs, his drug programs, his welfare programs, 
his District of Columbia programs. | think it's not unfair to say he 
was very progressive in what he supported. 


[ 00:17:47 - 00:18:03 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Well this, this project may be a part of that revisionist look at Nixon 
that some other colleagues of mine are looking at, and certainly 
with District affairs, he was the last good President we had. From 
the DC point of view, | realize that we're about 18 minutes into your 
15 minutes. 


[ 00:18:03 - 00:18:10 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Yeah, and | am, let’s run it to one thirty, Zach, and then we can 
reschedule if we need to after you've digested some of this stuff. 


[ 00:18:10 - 00:18:13 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
Okay. Because the other, the other big element that we haven't 
talked about is Congress. 


[ 00:18:13 - 00:19:50 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
And | don't know whether there are other people dealing with 
Congress on this, but, for example, did you ever meet Natcher 
personlly? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Never went up and briefed him and did it directly? No, | did not. 
That was done more through the legislative staffs, both in the White 
House as well as in DOT and in the District Government. But | never 
went to see him personally. 
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[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Do you, do you ever feel that you understood what he really 
wanted? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, my understanding was that he was very supportive of the 
highway lobby and the various elements in the highway industry 
that would stand to gain from the construction of that bridge and of 
the extension of that freeway. 


| don't know the direct linkages in terms of, you know, constituent 
support or whatever, But that was, that was my understanding. So 
beyond that | really never spent much time trying to understand it. | 
viewed that as a, as a challenge where we simply had to get the 
District to Columbia share of the Metro appropriation released. | 
mean because it was sort of like a domino effect that we didn't get 
the District share then | believe, I'm not sure the exact trigger 
mechanism, but I think it threatened the states shares and the 
county shares and the federal shares. In other words, they all had to 
come in and you know that better than | do. 


| don't know exactly how that worked because I'm dealing with, you 
know, memory 28 years ago, but my recollection was that was 
simply absolutely seminal. We had to get that done. 


[ 00:19:51 - 00:20:58 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
And, uh, did you talk to the District, any of the District Council 
members? | mean the big-the first big drama is in August 1969, 
where they have to actually clear the Council chamber of 
protestors, and then- 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
So they can vote on the three sisters, 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
then vote to approve the Three Sisters Bridge, immediately 
releasing statements that they're doing at under duress. And it's a 
very dramatic moment. Uh, did you know that that was going to 
happen? Um, and this, this is, this is before Nixon's letter. After, 
even after this Natcher, uh, refuses to release the funds until, uh, 
Nixon writes the letter. So 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
When did he release the fund? 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
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The chronology is, | guess, | don't have the exact dates in my head, 
but earlier, early in August '69, the Council votes to approve the 
bridge, Natcher writes, well, that's not good enough. | want all the 
contracts signed that | want all the concrete poured. Um, basically a 
bunch of impossible demands given the lawsuit that was staying 
that construction. At which point in | think August, August 25th or 
so, Nixon writes a letter assuring Natcher that the bridge will be 
built. 


[ 00:20:58 - 00:24:13 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
And finally, a couple weeks after that, Natcher says, well if the 
President says so, | guess | can release the funds. So | didn't know if 
the White House was involved before the District Council reversed 
its position or whether it just came in to sort of save the day 
afterwards. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
We were involved before, directly. | called Chairman Gil Hahn and 
advised him that it was the White House's view that the City Council 
should vote to release the funds for the Three Sisters Bridge. 


Or vote to support construction of the Three Sisters Bridge and 
Chairman Hahn made it very clear to me that this was a very, very 
difficult issue for him and the Council.That he did not support it, and 
my response was that this is something that we are looking to do 
and he agreed to do it and the City Council voted accordingly. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Okay. So that's very helpful, which is something I'd not quite realize 
that it was with White House advice. Did you 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
It was more than White House advice. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
White House instructors, should | say, or 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
| would say strong White House guidance | think is a fair way to 
state what we gave to him. We saw that as a lynchpin to getting the 
release of the funds for Metro and that without that we would not 
be able to budge Natcher at all. And it was essential that that be 
done 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
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Now from the freeway opponent point of view, once you built the 
bridge, it would dump so much traffic into downtown that you would 
have to build the inner loop, and once you built the inner loop you 
would have to build the north central and so the bridge was really - 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
just a piece of, a larger mosaic, 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
one piece, but a very important piece. That is once you surrendered 
there, you surrendered-it wasn't just a three-quarters mile bridge, it 
was a whole highway network that was being voted on. So was that- 
what was the debate within the White House then, before you made 
that decision, to instruct the Council to support the bridge? | mean 
that's a big surrender for the White House. It sounds. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, you have to understand the nuances here a little bit, Zach 
| mean, it's-we gave very strong guidance that the City Council 
should vote on behalf of the Three Sisters Bridge and that 
construction, and we recognized that it was a part, as | Say, of a 
larger mosaic, but | do not think was very strong support for the 
Three Sisters Bridge or that broader highway construction program 
within the White House. | know there was not, but we felt that we 
had to take that initial step with the City Council in order to get the 
next step of funding from, from Natcher’s subcommittee, the 
Appropriations Subcommittee, and then we would see what would 
happen to the Three Sisters Bridge later. are you hearing what I'm 
saying? 


[ 00:24:13 - 00:24:24 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Yeah. So, so a best reluctant support for the, for the Three Sisters 
Bridge, purely to give into the blackmail, not on its own merits but 
as a support for Metro. 


[ 00:24:25 - 00:24:28 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Yeah, | think that's an accurate way to stay it. 


[ 00:24:30 - 00:24:53 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
And something changes then, before, between then and November 
1971. Because at that point Nixon states that the Metro funds 
should be released unconditionally. 
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[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
That's right. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
And in between, the big thing that happens, that seems to me, is 
that Congressman Giaimo of Connecticut really takes us on as an 
issue and that's something-did you have any contact with him? 


[ 00:24:53 - 00:25:02 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
| think Dick Nathan was doing District stuff then as of, but I, I did 
work on that. That was the big vote in 1971 


[ 00:25:02 - 00:25:36 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Right. Yeah, they're two votes. There's one in May. That comes 
close to overruling, Natcher but not quite. And then the big 
showdown is all building up towards the end of 1971. And I'm not 
sure | have a date, let's say November 18, 1971. Nixon states not 
only do delays in Metro work cost taxpayers heavily, they might 
even erode confidence in the cooperation seriously enough to 
consign the entire project to an early grave. He urged Congress to 
take appropriate action at once to end the present delay and to 
prevent any more such derailments of Metro progress. 


[ 00:25:37 - 00:31:33 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
| helped her after that letter. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Okay. Um, so this is-this is wild in a way that, um, the-on the-the 
political-the partisan lines are so scrambled at this point that is 
Natcher and Ford and Mahon the Democrat, the two Democrats and 
a Republican, all supporting the Appropriations Committee. Giaimo 
a Democrat, as the chief leader of the pro-Metro force getting 
enormous support from the Republican White House. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
That's right. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
Uh, how do I make sense of this? 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
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Pardon me? And then the Black Caucus and every liberal Republican 
and Democrat that we could find, and we mounted a major 
legislative effort. Dick Cook was one of the legislative leaders in the 
White House legislative staff who basically his view is that the 
President has come out in favor of Metro and we're going to have to 
go take this issue on and fight it. And | formed a group of people, | 
think it was in that article that we sent to you to work very, very 
hard on this for quite a, quite a while. And | think the vote was close 
230, something to 210. | don't know. You have the number. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Yeah, it was reasonably close, 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
but we just felt-and it was my staff, Ted and, and Sallyanne and 
Mary and all the people that I'd worked with in the District. 


And the President's strong commitment to Metro is that we were 
just-we were going to put together any kind of legislative coalition 
that we could to win that vote. And it was-the politics does make 
strange bedfellows at times, and | suppose you could look at that 
and say that that is really weird, but it was successful and we felt, 
we'd lost it before, we had to get that money. And I think once we 
won that then it was never seriously threatened because what | was 
concerned about when we wrote the President's letter was that if 
we didn't win that vote that we could have consigned that Metro to 
the dust-bin of history. We would've had to fill in the holes. 


I mean, we'd already spent a billion plus, or it might've been going 
closer to two billion and it was gonna cost almost an equivalent 
amount to stop it, which to me would've been absolutely an insane 
public policy. We simply couldn't go there. So that's, | think the, the 
sort of, the reasons behind we took the steps that we did. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Okay. You see it all makes sense to me. The hard part is 
understanding the opposition sometimes. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
You mean the Pro-freeway Pro-Three Sisters Bridge? 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Well I mean they're Pro-freeway people. 
And then it just seems to me that there was this cult of 
appropriations that really got-I mean, that got Ford and Mahon, and 
all the House of Representatives were in awe of these 
appropriations men. 
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[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, | will tell you about. | agree with that. There is a certain sort of 
sanctity with which Appropriation Committee chairman and 
subcommittee chairman are held, and Appropriations is an 
extremely important part of Congressional action, and they do not 
like being confronted and and resisted, and Jerry Ford, as a creature 
of the House of Representatives would, would be very strongly 
supportive of the Appropriations Committee system. 


So we had sort of a systemic opposition as well as sort of a 
substantive policy opposition. So it was something where there was 
a meeting in the Cabinet room after this vote took place on 
November 18th, and | forget exactly when it happened. And | don't 
have my calendar so | can't help you. I think in late November, early 
December of 1971, and Jerry Ford was there and a number of other 
Congressional people, and this issue came up, and | forget what 
Ford said and the President's response was after they talked about 
how basically the President's view had prevailed and that we had 
been able to get the money. 


We had it released and won it in the overall House of 
Representatives, President Nixon just turned to Ford, said Jerry, 
that'll teach you to oppose me on something | really want. And it 
was a tough comment, and it was said in some jest, you know. But, 
you know, this was a hardball issue and it's one where, you know, 
the President really did feel strongly about this and he wanted to 
get it done, and maybe it was just a little dig. And that led to-I think 
| told you on the phone last time. Moving ahead now to when Ford is 
President, there's all kinds of ironies here of opposing Ford and then 
picking him as his Vice President after Agnew, but Ford is President. 


| believe this would have been sometime in the summer of 1974, 
maybe a little bit later when the issue came to the President again 
about approving the Federal share of the Metro budget through the 
Urban Mass Trans Administration. 


And my friend Ken Cole, who | urged you to call to confirm this, | 
called him up to say, well how are things going there and do I have 
any friends left over there and he said, well I've just come from a 
meeting with the President where we talked about his having to 
approve this additional funding for Metro and he just said | got 
rolled by that son of a bitch Krogh, three years on this issue and he 
didn't like it then said he said and | don't like having to do this now, 
but he did, | mean he obviously approved it, but | think, as you 
mentioned to me, there was some effort to constrain or constrict 
the extent of Metro to make it a smaller system than it eventually 
became. And I'm not sure was that Ford and Carter? | don't know 
who he was. 
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[ 00:31:33 - 00:31:41 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Yeah, it started under Ford and then went on under Carter. And 
again, just one of the ironies there is that it was Ted Lutz who had 
to sweep up behind that. 


[ 00:31:41 - 00:32:31 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Oh, and he's a masterful guy. You've talked to him 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Yeah, actually, just coincidentally | talked to him this morning and 
he sends his regards, 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Oh great. Thanks. Where is he now? 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
He's working for the Washington Post. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Oh still doing, is he Managing Director there? 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Some high title, | don't know the exact title, but basically, you know, 
in charge of their business arm. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Oh, good for him, yeah. He's a great guy. He and Mary, Mary are 
very close friends, Donny Graham's wife, because they all started to 
get it. My God, we started, was it 30 years ago, 31 years ago? | had 
to think 1969, 32 years ago. Wow. Were you born then? 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
No, | was in utero. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
[laughs] This is history. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 


Yeah. So, | mean, so you were about my age when you were in the 
White House 
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[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Yeah | was 29 when | started 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
Which is astonishing for me to think of that responsibility. 


[ 00:32:31 - 00:32:35 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
And Lutz was- 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
he was younger, he was two years younger. 


[ 00:32:35 - 00:33:30 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
And Mary was, | think, a three years younger. We were all in our 20s 
when we had these jobs. | mean, Nixon just hired a lot of young 
people and some of us did well up to a point and screwed up later. 
But one thing about Nixon was that he liked to have people directly 
involved in their issues. | mean, he sent me when | was working on 
drug issues all around the world and Vietnam and different places. 
Go find out, report back, give me the facts, and the same thing was 
true in the District. 


I mean, when I wanted to brief him a little bit about the vocational 
education program in the District, he said | want to go see the 
school, so | arranged to go up to a Van Ness campus of the-it was 
then Washington Technical Institute, | don't know what it's called 
today, but he went up and went into the classes and met the 
President of the school. He was hands-on in that sense and once 
he'd seen something, you know, that had an impression and he 
would support the policies that we would develop. 


[ 00:33:31 - 00:33:33 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
So the helicopter tour would've fit into this approach. 


[ 00:33:33 - 00:33:35 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Oh yeah, very much so. Exactly. 


[ 00:33:35 - 00:33:42 ] 
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[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
That explains why that was important. Okay. Well | should let you 
go. 


[ 00:33:42 - 00:33:45 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Yeah, I've got to go now Zach. | got a few other things to get done, 
right, this afternoon. 


[ 00:33:45 - 00:33:56 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
What I will do is | will send you a follow-up letter and just try to 
figure out if there are any vital points and we can be in touch by 
phone or e-mail to see if we need to arrange a follow-up but this has 
been extremely helpful. 


[ 00:33:56 - 00:34:10 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Just talk to Heidi 'cause we can help schedule stuff too, 'cause I'm 
traveling a lot these days. But it's a good thing and | would hope 
that | will send you some money to run off a copy of your PHD when 
it's done, because | think scholarship like this is very helpful. 


[ 00:34:11 - 00:34:20 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
| hope to send you a book someday, which will be better still. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
That would be even better, 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
But right now | just have a little article coming up this summer that 
is more about the technical planning than the politics behind it. 


[ 00:34:21 - 00:36:32 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Also, you might, | think there'll be an article in the Christian Science 
Monitor this coming Monday that you might want to check out that 
I've written. So it's an article to the Bush White House staff from a 
Nixon White House Plumber. It's some lessons that | learned while | 
was there. So you can sort of see 
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[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Anything about not abusing the District of Columbia. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well no, | think that was one of our successes, is basically that 
integrity is key and it talks more about the Plumber's work in 1971. 
| mean, frankly we were just so stressed all the time we were 
working on so many issues every day that the Plumber's thing is the 
one that fell through the cracks for me. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Sure, sure. It's just, you know, again, looking back over, you know, 
no administration since Nixon has been-you know, we got Home 
Rule under Nixon. And since then the District Columbia has, has 
been stagnant in terms of, uh, any kind of self-government or, um, 
you know, real presidential Support. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well, you should know too and | don't know what bearing this has, 
but | loved living in the District of Columbia and my home was 
always in the District of Columbia. | didn't live in Virginia and 
Maryland like a lot of the other White House staff 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
Or like Ford, Ford for that matter. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Yeah, that's right. | mean | lived in Connecticut Avenue then | lived 
up in Greenvale Street. 


| mean | was-! was in the sort of suburbs, but | was still in the 
District of Columbia Government, and it was my town, and even 
though | was an adopted town and so | mean, and that was true, | 
think Mary lived there and Ted did. And | mean, we were folks that 
just-and | love coming back there and visiting, so it's just-that has 
something to do with, | think, your commitment to it. And then 
Nixon had lived there as Vice President. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Do you know, where he had lived. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well I'm trying to think where it wasn't the Naval Observatory then. 


No. And there's another-you know, God, | knew that once, but | 
think that's just dropped out of my memory bank,' cause where did 
the Vice President's live? Geez, | wonder. | don't know. 
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| just-that's obviously something you can find out though is where 
the official residences of the VP where. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Well | don't think they had official residences. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Well that maybe-I think he had a home though, in the District. 


[ 00:36:32 - 00:36:53 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
| don't think he was out on the - 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
and you know, it's not something that ever gets mentioned in the 
biographies or anything, it just drops off. | just happened to know 
that Ford was in Alexandria, both as Majority Leader and Vice 
President. And | just wonder how significant that is. That is, you 
know, he was across the river, not engaged as much in the- 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
who knows | mean it could have been. 


[ 00:36:53 - 00:37:19 ] 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
These are just subjective factors. They're very hard to quantify, you 
know, of its importance, but it's fact that we were committed to its 
well-being and that's a-l should probably send you some time if | 
can find any clippings or quotes about the District beyond just that 
article that relate to Metro. I'll look through my scrapbook and see if 
| find anything. | assume you've done an article search. 


[ 00:37:19 - 00:37:30 ] 

[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Oh yeah, and actually, you know, WMATA had a clipping file. Oh, 
okay. And then also Congressman Gude's papers are particularly- 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Have you talked to Dick Nathan? 


[ 00:37:31 - 00:38:36 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag: ] 
No, | haven't. 
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[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Oh, you've got to talk to him. He's a key guy. He's up at the 
Rockefeller School. Rockefeller, | think he's the Provost. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
You said he was sort of switching off with you that the DC 
responsibilities 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
Yeah, in fact he would have had some of this while | was doing 
other things,’ cause, as | say, we alternated the District to Columbia 
responsibility. I'm going to give you his number. 


Yeah, it's Richard P Nathan, he's director, moved up in the world, 
the Nelson A Rockefeller Institute of Government, Albany, New York, 
and his work number is 518 443 5831 and his e-mail is Nathan N-A- 
T-H-A-N-R @ R-O-C-K-I-N-S-T.org. And when you call him and if he, 
you're having trouble getting through to say Bud Krogh said that | 
must talk to you about DC affairs and he should do it. 


[ 00:38:38 - 00:38:43 ] 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
Terrific. Okay. Well | will let you go, 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
okay thanks. 


[Speaker Zachary Schrag:] 
and | will be in touch. 


[Speaker Elig Krogh:] 
All righty Take care. Bye. 


[End of Audio] 
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